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history of ( 
few 1f any « 
rank than be. 



tlomat: not Opy so, but be was 
.erica's grea&et diplomat. This 
high praise When It is reflected 
it among our„a9.inisters abroad oc- 
r such names as Jefferson, Monroe, 
vingston, Bitfcbanan, Burllngarue, 
r I. low til *hd Hay. Yet to say 

II odds Its most ini- 
would receive the 
assent of all 
supremacy is 
a. In all the 
there have been 
nats that take high- 
He had long terms 
service at the world's chief cities, 
indon and Paris, and he brought 
e young American nation prestige 
ill popularity throughout Europe. 
Franklin's first servlco as a repre- 
sentative c£ the colonies came long 
before the .Revolution, w hen he 
to l,<ndon on behalf of Pennsylvania 
to bring about the ta^saticn of the 
Penn proprietary estates. These great 
ii linns hit.; beet gkempted, which 
made I he burdens of taxation fall 
more- heavily on others, in this effort 
he was finally 
wan! .spent years In 
senting Pennsylvania 
the oth« cojonies in 
troubles with the 
His tactful, able and c.n't in. 
mony before a parliamentary commit- 
tee had much to do with the repeal of 
the obnoxious stamp act. He wrote 
an.mwi ..us pamphlets In behalf of the 



clothes who need them." His Inner 
adorn men l was such he did not re- 
quire the outer. 

I- ran! liti s great popularity in Paris 
continued to the end, and that in 
spite of the tact that Lee, one of his 
fellow commissioners, tried to create 
a prejudice against hlui. None of the 
other American representatives even 
approached his popularity. Dee was 
in. ally recalled, Silas Deane was dis- 
graced, John Adams failed to please, 
and Frunklln was left to represent 
the colonies alone. The services he 
rendered at the court of France can 
never be overestimated. He has been 
credited, and no doubt rightfully, with 
having been the most considerable In- 
fluence in securing France's inter- 
vention in our behalf. He certainly 
secured leans innumerable, arms and 
ammunition for the struggling colon- 
ists. Whenever congTess needed 
money, which was quite often, it 
drew on Franklin, and he never failed 
to meet the drafts. 

His crowning services as a diplo- 
mat wer in signing the treaty of 
peace with Oreat Britain. By his In 
fluence and tact he secured more 
favorable terms than could have been 
got by another. It was he who in- 
sisted on holding the territory west of 
the Allegbanies. At the end of the 
diplomatic battle it was seen that 
Frank. in and his fellow American en- 
voyidhad scored a substantial triumph. 
The signing of that document made 
a new nation under the sun, and the 
sage who had done so much to bring 
the republic to birth soon hastened 
back to Its welcoming shore. Before 
leaving, however, he ended his diplo- 
matic career by signing a treaty 
Prussia. 

The record of this versatile man as 
a statesman is fully as 
the part he played In other fields. He 
was always interested in public ques- 
tions. He was clerk of the Pennsyl- 

ward a member of that body. He was 
of Philadelphia, 
of 



assuiM ly we shall all hang separate- 
ly." 

Aaitlie constitution was being sign 
ed tie genial philosopher Ii oked at 
i he tun painted on the wall behind! 
the ^resident's desk and remarked 
that Tie never could determine wheth 
er UtV scene represented a sunrise 
sunset, but now ho was sure it rej 
sentafl a sunrise. 

This very human man. while usu 
ly abut em ions, upon occasion loved 
the good things of life. In fact, he 
indulged In fine dinners so much that 
he arr.s troubled with that very un- 
romaitie disease, the gout. Nor was 
he insensible to feminine charms. He 
was oicse to common life and had In 
him a touch of the earth, yet through 
thisWbarse exterior shone of the 
large*', and kindliest spirits that ever 



LET'S BEGIN 

AT HOMEP-S""'" 



That is 
a. The 
• una that 
sound 



BY WINNIFRED BLACK. 

I, From Chicago American). 



A PIPE DREAM. 

.jaud of ghosts of ancient days 
Had g 



Women and Children Were 
led to Death— The Banis- 
of the Stairs Gave Way. 



t half 



its rather ■ shock lo discover that 
the Chinese are beginning lo be 
almost as bigoted as we are. 

For some lime they ve beta enter 
taming quae peaceably ihe people 
who teli them thai the ^ods at ibeii 
lathers are all out of drawing, bul 
now, all al once, they begin lo take 
the American view of religious Iree- 
dom of thought. 

Whal is ihe American view? 
luu just mipori a lew hundred 
Chinese priests, set up a score of Bud 
hlsi temples in New York, «.n the 
fcal Side, say; on the West Side In 
Chicago and south of Market street in 

Send these priests out among the 
people to laugh at our religion, make 
Sun-! fun of our altars and try to throw 



And show man's prehistoric ways. 

Some little painted gods were back 
Behind the candle-light 
I Which made ll seem like night, 
a l Starlight makes the sky loo, 



iliey Killed a GkxL which took awhile, 
And priests and boys galore— 
From ten to twenty-four, 

in skirts and capes of twadry sytle. 

FlM prb sts droll magic motions made 
Ami jabbered cant and sung 
In dead and unknown tongue, 

And walked around in queer parade. 




11. pie. 



wit 



A PLAIN PROPOSITION. 



if a merchant sells a Diamond, 
Watch of Jeweler? lor »iao which 
costs b.iu gluu he don't make a cent 
because, rent, interest on capital in- 
vested, salaries, out-of-daie stock, etc., 
elc. consumes this M per cenL There, 
fore, to live and accumulate wealth, 
he must add ill) to 4U per ceau to ihe 
first cost of the goods he sella. 

Having disposed of my store 1 now 
act simply in the capacity of your 

Purchasing Agent., giving you the 
benefit of my 40 years' experience aud 
positively saving you ihe N per cent, 
it costs a merchant to do ousmcss. 
Wten 1 receive yur order foi Dia- 
monds. Watches, or any other goods 
in the Jewelry line. 1 select from all 
the blggeat slocks In Chicago, pay 
cush, get all special discounts, and 
usually ship goods same day. This 
Is why 1 can undersell all merchant* 
20 per cent, and yet make usual profit 
Ingeraoll Spoons and Freethought 



ty and so full of meat that they had 
great vogue even in England, where 
public opinion was hostile. Finally, 
when the feeling grew more bitter, 
Frnnklin. because of some letters he 
had received and wott'd not divulge, 
regarding them as confidential, was 
subjected to an outrageous cross 
questioning and castlgation by Mr. 
VWdderburn and was deprived of his 
i tllce of deputy postmaster genera] 
for the colonies. To Wedderburn'p 
accusations he answered not a word 
but stood serene and unmoved to the 
end. when he took his departure. This 
composure wave bin the moral vie 
in the contest even in the eyes 
of his foes. 

was probably with sincere regret 
Franklin decided to leave Ene- 



OTTO WETTSTEIN, 



of 



• had I 



ed 



My new pamphlet "Marriage and 
Divorce" will come from preaa Decem- 
bebr 12th. All orders for same prompt- 
ly filled after that date. Price 26 eta. 
a copy; 5 copiea for $1.00.. Send all 
HENRY, 



My new pamphlet "Marriage and 

Divorce" will come from preaa Decern, 
bebr I2tn. All orders for sime pronrnt. 
ly filled after that date.. Price 26 eta. 
a copy; 5 copiea for $1.00.. Send all 
ordera to JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, 



had been given degrees from the lead- 
ing universities and had been on terms 
<>r friendly Intimacy with most of the 
.-. el, lilies In London. He had also 
striven to prevent a break between 
the colonies and the mother country 
to such an extent that at times he had 
gained the 111 will of both. Relations 
had growa so strained, however, that | 
t was useless for him to remain 

untied to Philadelphia 
the Revolution. 

Benjamin Franklin's last diplomatic 
mission and most celebrated of all 
was to Paris. Here he went as the 
representative of the united colonies 
shortly after the outbreak of the war 
Independence. His reception was 
•n more flattering than It had been 
Ix>ndon. His fame as a scientist, 
ilu.r and friend of liberty made 
n a popular Idol He became the 
fashion. His quaint sayings, which 
he Issued from time to time from a 
little printing preaa which he 



Indian war, though he participated in 
no battle. He was a member of the 
Albany convention about the time of 
that war aud proposed the first plan 
of union for the colonies, which was 
the forerunner of the union under 
which they gained freedom. | He was 
a member of tne Continental con- 
gress, one of the committee appointed 
to draft the Declaration of Independ- 
ence and one of its signers. He was 
one of the members of the constitu- 
tional convention, where he was 
Known as the peacemaker and where 
his tact and finesse were *n dally 
requisition to bring about an agree- 

factions. He proposed th 
congressional and senatorial repre- 
sentation which finally made it possi- 
ble for the factions to get together. 

Kor a time Franklin held the office 
that corresponded to the governor- 
ship of Pennsylvania. He founded 
the Philadelphia Public library. He 
founded the American Philosophical 
society. He founded a school that 
grew into the i niverslty of Pennsyl- 
vania. He endowed scholarships and 
left a sum of money to bear interest 
tor a hundred years, which was part- 
ly used to build a great manual train- 
ing school in Boston, 
busy In some work to benefit 
kind. 

His last public act 



m filled at the time, and the 
afire" coupled with the sight 
^ threw the congregation into 

rush was made for the stairs 
efforts of Rev. E. W. John- 
allay the fears of I 
led people and men, women 
alike were knocked down 
I upon by those pushing 

the irlghTeiicd people became 'so tight- 
ly wedged in the bend of the stairs 
that the frail wooden banister gave 
way, precipitating many to the first 

The crash and the screams and 
shrieks of the women and children 
added to the frenzy of those above. 
They did not stop in their onward 
rush to get out. Notwithstanding the 
wide open doors on Hie first floor lead- 
ing to the street, the crush was so 
great that 18 persons had the life 
stamped out of them before the panic 
was ended. 

A general alarm was sent in for am 
balances, firemen and policemen. In 
the meantime the greatest confusion 
reigned. Men and women ran about 
the streets calling for missing loved 



Bllowing the cry of 

: in St. Paul s Colored Bap- 1 away the old beliefs that have com- 
Irch, on the west side of forted our mothers in times ot trouble 
|rtreet between Poplar street j and you'll soon find out whal the 
tenue, Philadelphia. The American point of view is. 
; being held on the sec-| -china tor ihe Chinese,'' say these 
f of the building A defective j Grange people over there in the jade 
» the chimney, causing COU utry. 

I , t hl°".fi^i, the -r" e r i .^ ' China for the Chinese, indeed: Why, 
'"*" China is for the Americans, and the 
English, and the French, and any one 
else who can make money by trade or 
a kind of credit, by prose. yting, there. 

Do these odd, yellow men believe 
for one moment mat we, white by the 
grace of God, and straight-eyed by 
lal Providence, are going lo stand 
by and let a lot of pig-tailed heathens, 
who don't know en<»igh to wear the 
right kind of clothes or eat the right 
tarry,, die, woisbin and 



r of charms should 



o.lion walking by a certain place, 
A cramping fit would seize 
And double up their knees, 

Bat ihey at once resumed ihelr pa 

They had a tinkling bell to ring 
When Uod should yield 
breath 

And lose hinise f in death. 
Kidnaped by 



I open 



their forefathers' 

sacred sign of the 
of the trading merchant and 
hook of the first missionary 

We're going to convert China, if we 
have to call in the American troops 
from the Philippines and murder 
every Chinaman in the empire. 

We must protect our missionaries 
at all hazards, no matter what hap 
pens to our starving, freezing, dying 
poor at home. 

What difference does it make if a 




Vhat i 



Applied To Limb of Miaa Marion Tay- 
lor of Madison County. 

Young Woman Who Had Been Bitten 
3y Rabid Dog Brought Here For 
Treatment Which Was Suc- 

The famous madstone, owned by E. 



ith. 



the 



work of rescue was promptly started. 
Dead and Injured were quickly taken 
to hospitals and nearby houses. 

The fire was only trifling, the flames 
being extinguished before the firemen 



clety for Foreign Missions if li 
wide-eyed children starve and 
atone in our great cities? They are BurglB, residing at 018 Central ave- 
not Chinamen. Their souls do not nue - wa s successfully applied Friday 
need saving! ' sl ,u Miss Marion Taylor, daughter 

Send around your mission boxes, of John Taylor, of Unity, Madison 
ladies of the Missionaries' Aid So- 1 county. 

ciety. Shake them in the faces of our 1 - Misa Taylor, who Is 22 years of age, 
own miserable poor until the money l waf > biUen b >' » supposedly mad dog, 
makes a kind of mad music of de- last Wedneday, while on her way 
rlsion. Forget all about the old woman ll '""> h "'' ''"h- r's home in Unity to the 
in the freezing attic Just around the | Postofflce. her errand being to get the 
your church. 



i ever 



Lexington, Ky. ghe (loesn - t net . d VHUr n(> | p 

January 14. 1906. Your frlend the chinaman> who 

I was getting better, but found out hates you fof try , (Q wea „ ^ ,,.,„„ 

that they were keeping some bad „„, , ual „ M goo( , ( , n()Uuh ,,„. 

The- finally ms KI . andfatheri nee(ls you _ 



I famil; 



of 



news back from me. 
broke to me the news of dear little 
Marjorle Wilson's death and it. lit 
erally. broke my heart, and, for two 
sign a I or three days. It seemed to me I 
ilavery. would die from bleeding, but I am 

Haver? rgettlni better now and i am going to 



Haste 



> for 



• yot 



Ira i!, , 



Considerable damage was done m 
town i be Christian Church suffering 
the eoret The south wall was blown 
out down to the second story, 
agJag one of the 
glass Indows in the church. Core,, 
town (Ky.) Ti 



he eve of the way, and his last paper, and one 
of his brightest, was an answer to an 
attack upon It. 

He died in t79o. a year arter Wash- 
ington had been inaugurated presi- 
dent. The new nation was safe. His 
work was done. A very Inconspicu- 
ous slab is all that marks his grave. 



My 



young women that the only people : 
worth saving live some thousands of 1 

:uwur» B „ .ue-u. UI .u m, B e... away , 

Ife and I lost our first child. Send ^ |Q Cnma ^ ]e , ^ | 
find out how much easier it is to llvt 



left lag by the infuriated dog and for 
her family feared that hydro- 
phobia woeld set in. After the wound 
eaoteiiaed it was felt that 
Other remedies might be employed 
so as to use every possible precaution, 
and ll arai finally decided to bring her 
to I^xington and have the Burgln 
mad atone applied. This was done with 
- U the stone adhered with the 



The 



father. Saturday morning. Both 

a beautiful daughter, aged 11 years find " out ho " w " n iuch"e'asie"r It Is to live «'e.v satisfied with the application of 
But we have had four others, all of \ |n a C()tl , |H , mi(1 with a of nallvi . the atone and there is now no fear of 
wuom have grown to maturity and to waU „„ tlM?n , , nan „ u „, rab.es. 

are nor a comfort and honor to us. s(ay a , hon)0 ^ ^ Qn thernseIve8 \ This famous madstone has been In 
But there la nothing I can say to Take a „ ymlr ftlf . blf> ol( , U)en who ihe Burgin family for mauy years and 
the mother and father of dear little ( . 11Iinot P , m er.>ea.ii, m here and 1 'a'W offers have been refused for It. 



knew 



9ft 



said tint when Kranklln sent to the 
king a request that he might be per- 
mit led to wear the sort of clothes he 

had worn at h. , knit stockings 

and all. the kirn: smilingly gave his 
assent, and his court soon forgot the 
homeliness of the Quaker statesman's 
attire In the brilliancy of his mind 
in the language of his friend Paine, 
he was willing to "let those wear fine 



Perhapa no sketch of Benjamin 
Franklin would be complete without 
quoting his epitaph, written in youth, 
and his hanging remark. The epitaph 
quoted by every! runs like this: ' The body at Renj.i- 
ness of his dress ■ mln Franklin, printer, like the cover 
i the unlversa! | of an old book, its contents turn out 
was held. It Is, and stripped of Its lettering and 



Marjorle — vhom I personally 
to be exceedingly bright and sweet — 
exeepi to make her death an occasion 
foe them and. Indeed, for all of us. to 
become better better, better: the 
only thing that can make them and 
othrs happier and allay their grief. 
Sly poor blessing rests upon them. 



But the work shall not be los., for It 
will, as he believed, appear onre more 
in a new and more elegant edition, 
revised and corrected by the Au 

thor." I Pamphlet and further 1 

The hanging remark was made In flrc ' 8 



all your foolish young nun who ha' 
all the lessons of life tet to learn, ami 
send them out to China to compete 
with the Chinese priests— men chosen 
from all the people for their great 
learning and wisdom. 

To be sure, there has been money 
enough spent on Chinese missions in 
~ the last fifty vears to spread a luxuri- 

NOW Vr^a^anTa? HOT - <»< — 

The Great National Sanitarium ln « Oltj today. What Of 

Best reached via. Thj Iron Moun- that" There are at least two hundred 

tain Rou.; not Springs Special chinamen out of the millions In that 

leaves St. t.ouls dally 8:01 P. M., ar- . . . . ... 

Ting Hot Springs 8:00 A. M. Quick (<m " ,r > w, '° ''" mlsslonar.es that 

me and elegant service. Through «">'>' i"- 1 Christians isn't that worth 
and the faith and the 



ne offer of one thousand dollars, 
ade b] an eminent Richmond phy- 
sician, was refused among others. 

Comment — "The madstone" has, for 
w ars, been kept at Burgln, K.y, to 
cure mad-dog bites, and Is from that 
toara teal to distant places for that 
purpose. 

Various people in Kentucky claim 



• tille 



time and elegant service. Through ,h,, y 
Pulman Standard Sleeper and Free all the mono; 
Reclining Chair Car. For Descriptive work j, nas ,. 

Two hundr. 
all of China! 



e of a 



o do It? 



H. C. TOWNSEND. 0 P. & T. A., 



b Chrh 
How many heathens 



t are there right here In our own coun from now on no i 
anaam nancocK nan aamonisueu A. A. OAI.LABHER, D. P. A., try who would be saved, too, if they happen. 

, members that they uu.st "all hang | No . 4aP W4lnut 8t .. Cincinnati. O. | 



LAST WEEK'S BLADE 

Owing to Din ..instances beyond our 
OBtroJ the Blade last week failed to 
,pi>ear ns usual, but we trust this 
Min t happen again It is our Inten- 
loa to get out a paper each week 



BLUE LAWS 
AGAIN 



Editor News: Will you permit me 
to reply to Publicus in as briel a lot- 
ter as 1 can. 

Publicus say there never were any 
Ulue haws; they never had any ex- 
istence save in ihe imagination ot a 
man who had become soured and dis- 
gruntled. 

My reasons for not replying soonej 
is that 1 had to send to New York to 



get 



■\id. i,. 



which 1 



and this is my authority. 

The Blue Laws of Connecticut, 
taken from the code of 105u, and the 
public records of the colony of Con- 
necticut previous to 1G55, as printed 
in a compilulion of the earliest laws 
and orders of the general court of 
Connecticut, and from Dr. Lewis' book 
on Sunday legislation; also an extract 
from the constitution of civil compnc; 
adopted by the towns of Hartford. 
Windsor ami Wealhersfleld iu LttMi 
showing the Biblical basis of the col 
OB) I. rislaticn. With an account ol 
the persecution of witches and Quak 
ere in New England, and some ex- 
tracts from the Blue l-aws of Virginia 
Copyrighted by the Truthseeker Com- 
pany 189S." 

Alice Morse Earle, in her interest 
ing volume, -The Sabbath iu Puritan 
New Eng.and." writes of the Blue 
Laws: -Though these laws were word- 
ed by Dr. Peters, and though we are 
disgusted to hear them ao often quot 
ed as historical facts, still we must 
acknowledge that though in detail not 
correct, they are iu spirit true records 
of the old Puritan laws which were 
enacted to enforce the strict and de 
corous observance of the Sabbath, 
and which were valid not only in Con- 
necticut and Massachusetts, but in 
other New England states. Even a 
careless glance at the historical rec- 
ord of any old town or church will 
give plenty details to prove this." 

One of the laws best known as a 
Connecticut Blue Law is a prohibition 
of mothers from kfssing their chil- 
dren on Sunday. 

Captain Kenible of Boston, in ltiiti, 
was kept for two hours in the public 
.stocks Xut his "lewd and uns. n .-tuly I 
havlor in publiquely (their spelling) 
kissing his wife on Sunday." 
wife met him ui>on the doorstep v 
. bv^Mtuiu!) ftyn .n.Uirue \)wir'.s UIX 
agc^rod they scandalized >Jie neigh- 
bors with the warmth of their greet 
ing. 

A short extract of the law against 
Quakers is as follows: 

"Whereas, There is a pernic 
sect (commonly called Quakersj 
do take upon iliein to change and 
alter the received, laudable customs 
of the churches, by denying all estab- 
lished forms of worship; For preven 
tion thereof, this Court doth order 
and enact that every person or per- 
sons being convicted to be of the sect 
of the Quakers, shall be sentenced to 
be banished upon pain of death." 

As late as 1774 the first church ot 
Roxbury, Mass.. fined Its members for 
non-attendance In 1051 Thomas 
Scott was fined ten shillings, "unless 
he have learned Mr. Norton's cuata- 
chise by the next court." 

In 17tio the legislature of Massa- 
cnusett passed the law that any per- 
son, able in body, who shall absent 
themselves from public worship of 
God on the Lord s Day shall pay ten 
shillings flue. By the Connecticut 
Code the fine was the same and the 
1. w was not suspended till 1770. 
the New Haven Coo. five shillings 
was the tine for non-attendance at 
church and the offender was often 
punished otherwise as well. Some 
limes, however, the court increased 
the fine, as Captain Denison. one of 
New Haven's most popular and re- 
spected citizens paid fifteen shillings 
for absence from church. William 
Blagden who lived in New Haven in 
1(147, was brought up for absence from 
meeting. He pleaded that he had fal 
len in the water late on Saturday, 
could light no fire on Sunday to dry 
his clothes, and so had lain in bed to 
keep warm while his only suit was 
drying. He was convicted of sloth- 
fulness for this and sentenced to be 
publlcquely whipped." 

The Quakers were beaten with 
knouts (similar to those the Cossacks 
or Russia use on the common people) 
for non-attendance at worship. If 
they attended and objected to the 
rules of worship, and ear was cut off, 
a second offense the other ear was cut 
off and the tongue bored with a hot 
iron. Many were snipped to the 
waist (both him) and flayed with 
tnese three corded knouts, receiving 
from ten to fifteen strokes from the 
hand of a good stout servant of th* 
merciful Cod. Anything blue about 
this? The people were not only com- 
pelled to attend public worship, but ! 
they were compelled to pay to the 



ed agai .tt th, ■ for a svstem of wor- 
ship th y abhorred. 

I lion is Prince, governor of Ply- 
nuuth was heard to say that in his 

,1,, J! i ,'ir w i \ es and eliiWien, their 
tollll and lands, without pity or mer- 
<•>. Humphrey Noil, n. at Now Haven 
for being a Quaker, was severely 
whipped and burned in the hand with 
the letter H to signify lu r. iir. 

The sentence of death was executed 
upon William Robinson and Marma- 
duke Stephenson, upon the twenty- 
seventh or October, L6M, Following is 
i lie warrant under which Walden 
acted: 

"To the Constables Dover, I lamp 
ton, Salisbury, Newbury, Rowh >. Hps- 
v i. li, W'enhatn, Mini. Hoston. Box 
bury. Dedham and uniil these vaga 
bond Quakers are carried out of this 
jurisdiction: You and every one of 
> on ;ire required in the king's majes- 
ty's name to take thes»e vagabond. 
Quakers, Anne Coleman. Mary Tomp- 
kins and Alire Ambrose, and make 
them fast to the cart's tail, and drive 
the earl your several towns, to whip 
them on their backs, not to exceed ten 
ttflpM apiece on each of them in each 

answer it at your peril and this shall 
be your warrant. Per me, Richard 
Walden, at Dover, dated December 
22. 1UC2." 

•I see no reason for Publieus being 
ignorant of these ract unless he has 
purposely refused to 
when plenty of 
present, ror in these days or abundant 
cheap literature when every person 
almost can read and have abundant 
opportunity. » 

He had just as well said that the 
persecutions that were committed 
during the long period from the fourth 
to the seventeenth centuries only ex- 
isted in the imagination of some dis- 
gruntled person. E. LEWIS. 



nnd oppressed humanity one of its 
bravest and staunrhest defenders. 

His example remains a lamp to the 
feet of the 'Ring who are seeking to 
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of eternal freedom (with broken let- 
t. is lefl behind) anil from its lofty 
summit look over tho great landscape 
Of peace, joy, nnd liberty, rejoicing in 
the sunshine or emancipation from 
mental ami spiritual slavery. 
O years gone down into the past. 
What pleasant memories come to me. 
Of your troubled days of peace, 
And hours of almost ecstasy! 

Yet would I hare BO moon stand still. 
Where life's most pleasant valleys 



I'c r th< ugh. when youthful pleasure 

To-day. aye. e'en this very hour. 
Is the best hoar I ever knew. 

F. M. HIBBKT.S 
Plant City, Fla. 



so strong, so firmly welded In the 
course of a mortal lifetime that wo 
eannot bear to think or the destruc 
lion Of thi' individuality. We would 
give worlds tor Irrefragable proof It 
Is not destroyed by bodily death. We I 
dem.ind Mich proof or science. But' 
that In nnch or science which deals 



lire 



tally 



EVERY 
DAY 




tells us that It knows and can know- 
nothing about the subject. Is there 
any other way in which the prob em 
can be scientifically settled? In fit 
lure articles we may examine that 

DR. WILSON 
Writes a Beautiful and Appropriate 
"Private" Letter to Editor Moore 
About Dear Little Marjorie, But He 
Begs. For the Sake of His Own Poor 



SCIENCE AND THE SOUL. 

By Prof. Garrett P. Serviss. 

We hear every week almost of some 
discovery which has put the biologists 
a little closer to the origin and the 
secret of life. We have seen them 
actually producing living creatures 
having but one parent, the mother—a 
kind of sclent ilic immaculate concep- 
tion. Several times lately we have 
been told that they are on the verge 
of creating living things without any 
parent! a< all— organ'sms sprung rrom 
the simple collocation ot the chemical 
elements that constitute the physical 
basis or life. This carries us back to 
the st cry cr Eden. 

Bat amid these exciting reports or 
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Alvah W Campbell was born at At- 
waler. Portage county, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 25th, 1822. and departed this life 
D. e, mbei loth. 1905, lacking but nine 
days of completing his'Slird year. 

lie was niariled In 1850 to Eliza 
Davis. To this union were born two 
children, Inez B. and Marius H. 

In 18S3 his wife left him for the 
realms of the g"feal~ unknown; he, 
soon arter, coming to Florida and lo- 
cating at Thonotogassa, which has 
been his home ever since. 

i; w J! hjs lafjghtr, to whom he 

was greatly attached, filed, leaving 
an only son, who resides in Wash 
ington, D. C. 

For many years Mr. Campbel was 
in the employ or the New Y'ork. Penn- 
sylvania and Ohio railroad, nnd dur 
Ing his superlntendency of bridge 
structure and repair, no lives were 
lost by bridge wrecks on his division. 

He came or Quaker parentage, 
receiving and retaining, through his 
long life, the principles of industry, 
honesty and sobriety, for which those 
plain, peculiar people are noted. He 
often remarked he had never seen 
two men light, unconsciously reflect- 
ing the fact he had avoided bad corn- 
He was an affectionate husband. 
Indulgent parent, sincere friend, a 
kind, obliging neighbor, a quiet and 
law-abiding citizen. 

Being of an. investigating turn of 
mind, he. early in life, became a read- 
er and thinker. History, biography, 
phrenology, geology and astronomy 
all had charms for him. 

The great political questions of his 
times received his careful attention 
and study. He was a strong and en- 
thusiastic supporter of the Garrison- 
Ian Ante-Slavery Doctrine in the 
"days that tried men's souls," and 
ail opponents who crossed swords 
with him found a foeman worthy of 
their steel, He took deep interest in 
the moral reform questions of the 
age and Sought to ideutiry hlmseir on 
tne right side or each. 

For S8 roan he had been a con- 
firmed and uucompronilsing Agnostic 
believing the Bible was a man-made 
and not a Cod-made book. 

He believed the whole so-called 
Christian system to be a reuash of 
the superstitions of the heathen and 
pagan worlds, by crafty and design- 
ing prnst.s, who were too lazy to 
work for an honest living, and that 
it has been fraught with more evil 
results to man tnan benefits. 

For several years he was conscious 

the writer and ■ others that he was 
ready to go. Only a few weeks be- 
fore h death, ne said to us, he was 
patiently awaiting the time when he 
would be numbered with the gnat 
nost gone before. He retained the 
full possession of his faculties to the 
last and bora his sufferings with that 



death of the body? In oilier words, 
has science made a single step toward 
the demonstration of a future life, or, 
on the other hand, toward a demon- 
stration that there is no such lire? 

it are examine the famous, experi- 

they in no manner touch upon the 
question of the soul. Suppose, for 
the sake of the argument, that Pro- 
fessor Loeb were ab.e to br»g fovin 
in his laboratory by artificial parthen- 
ogenesis not merely an bumble sea 
urchin, but a human being. Not a 
ray of light would thereby bj thrown 
ui>oii the spiritual nature of mat be 
ing. We could only Infer Uhat it pos 
sessed a spiritual nature from its ac 
lions, just as we do in nbe case of 
normal men and women. And even if 
science c 
chemical 

tions, and by setting up reactions 
among them produce a man without 
lather ur mother, there would be 
nuthing in the process to tell us 
whether that man was endowed with 
an immortal soul or not. In short, 
the processes of biology do not trench 
on the ground of theology. Biology 
seeks the secret of life, which it con- 
ceive.- of as a purely ph>aical phenoin 
enon, and the only immortality of 
which science takes cognizance is a 
physical immortality. 11 science could 
make a cell it would not follow that 
it could discover a soul. 

That physical immortality exists is 
the declaration of such investigators 



Old 

All Friends of the Blade Would 
Want to See It. That the Doctor 
Will Allow Him .o Print It Just As 



Sunday. January 14. HOC, Cin. O. 
Dear Bro. Moore. 

I p member when we held our first 
May Collins Memorial, so we were 
passing along through the cemetery, 
returning from her grave, you point- 
er over io a spot and said, -Right over 
there is where I expect to lie, and 
right there is where my little curly 
headed girl is buried." 

"Let us go over there," said L "No, 
g#P you replied. "I can't stand it. 
her burial is just as rresn in my mind 
as when I put her there." 

I vow know something or your reel- 
ings— the loss or a "litfe curly head 
ed girl. ' whose lire, like that or your 
own will remain always fresh and 
brighter In my mind and heart. 

Marjorie had developed greatly and 
wonderfully since you saw her. The 
study of Shakespeare had taken hold 
cf her and she hal so mas ered most 
or the comedies that she could give 
a special recital or them rrom mem- 
ory. She was so with every thing she 
touched. 



me, a if from a mighty blow. 

We had a mixed ceremony, Prof. 
Burke representing us. and Rev. Wat 
son representing my wife, and all 
were pleased, as Prof. Burke, while 
dispensing with religion and creeds, 
held forth. In glowing words. Ihe idea 
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which consist of a single living cell 
do not die. At a certain stage of their 
lives they automatically divide and. 
become two animals, an 
each of these two divides again, and 
so on indefinitely. There is uo aatural 
death for these creatines, ouly acci- 
dent can put an end to them. But 
this is manifestly a very different 
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philosopher In his death the e.mn 
try lost one of Its most fearless and 
thinkers, the liberal 



separate creatures a 
each of the two carry away the 
memories, the passions, the affections, 
the personal attachments, the aspira- 
tion that belouged to the original ani- 
mal? To a certain extent that might 
be true, Just as we find that human 
children possess hereditary traits de- 
rived from their parents. In a sense 
the life of a child is a continuation of 
the lives of its progenitors. Haeckel 
regards the reproductive cells of the 
human body as possessing a "cellular 
soul," which is immortal, because It 
pases on from parent io child indefi- 
nitely. 

But none of these ideas Is capable 
for an Instant of satisfying that long- 
ing for future existence beyond the 
grave by which every human being is 
probably affected at some time. "Cel- 
lular 'immortality' does not IU the 
bill. To live in the lives ot our chil- 
dren, which science tells us is possi- 
ble, is not the kind of future life 
theology deals with, and not the kind 
thai aaj of us would prefer if we 
could have our wish. The sense of 
personality, of Individuality, becomes! 



hurt my wife awfully, 

Well, whether again, we will meet 

mil ••little curly headed girls," we 
know not. You have always 
ed that death ends all. I have said, 
"I do not know." 
It will be as It will be. 
• Never mind! A little time 
Will make us wise as thou art 
And as great." 
I am awfully glad to Bee that you 
are able to write again. Do not over- 
tax yourself In anything. Above all 
tilings avoid worry. Don't give the 
Blade, whether it lives or not. Write 
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Old l 



cites yen to reply, (ilve your heart a 
chance. It Is an organ that must 
work unceasingly, and the only rest 
that can lie given Is indirect rest— by 
resting the body and especially calm- 
ing the mind. My kindest regards to 
all your family, whom I love so much, 
and bright hopes for yourself. 



Yours 



J. B. W. 



The funeral services on the above 
occasion was not only in splendid 
taste, but was just to the heart- 
br< ken mother. A man may suffer 
from the loss of his child, but no 
can suffer as a dear good loving 
mother does, and it was eminently 
fitting that a clergyman should first 
represent the mother, and then, if she 
was Killing, it was right for the Doc- 
tor to be represented by a friend of 
his views. 

. Sad as It may :.eem I believe good 
will come out or this. It ought to be 
a lesson that will make them, and all 
husbands and wives, love each other 
□.ore and more and care less for 
philosophical obstrusltles that we can 
not understand and more about mak- 
ing each other nappy, that we can un- 
derstand. 

A letter from my wife to them was 
a little detained by high water. 



emerge a weli-tralned, carefully edu- 
cated, properly clothed body of 
youths, fit for every duty of citizen- 
ship. It is altogether commendable to 
Phllr delphia's management of the 
Glrard fortune that, while the gTeat 
college for poor bo>B has been built 
and supported In a munificent fash 
ion, the fortune has grown many 
times Its original size. The report of 
the lx*rd or city trusts shows that 
the annual income last year Tar ex- 
ceeded that of the previous year. It 
is ais„ nighly gratirylng that nol 
in. . nli of real suspicion has ever at- 1 
lashed to the handling ot this im- 

The rounder or the college provid- 
ed that no clergyman or priest should 
have voice In its affairs. He waa 
an atheist or agnostic and took pre- 
caution that the institution thai b< 
founded should not come under the 
control of any religious organization, 
rrimparofl with Hocefeller's fortune 
and donations to Chicago University, 
Glrard 's fcrtune was a pittance. The 
Rockefeller Institution must be head- 
ed by a Baptist. Yet despite the 
tad thaj Giranl's fortune is nothing 
in oompariaon with Rocekfeller's mil- 
lions and that the one barred all 
en rg] men and the other Insists on 
Baptists, it is quite as likely wheu 
tne record Is finally made up It will 
found that Glrard worked greater 
benefit to humanity than the colossus 
cr mineral oil. 
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i Milwaukee Daily News, Jan. 16, '0G.) 
GIRARD AND ROCKEFELLER. 

When Stephen Gtrard died sixty 
years ago he was the richest man in 
■h< United States, leaving a fortune 
of 18,000,000, with which Glrard col- 
lege was established and endowed. 
The funds of the college tin ugh it is 
a Pennsylvania institution have not 
been misappropriated. The Phlladel 
phia Press says that there are 1,600 
students enrolled. "A group of build- 
ings unsurpassed for utility and, in | 
one instance, for architectural beauty, 
by any college in the land has been 
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(From New York Truth Seeker) 
Mis. ,l< sephlne K. Henry, or Ver- 
sailles, Ky., has published a (10-page 
pamphlet with the title 



and Divorce '' 
side 
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written from tne 
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METHODS i 
The Organization into a Political 
Body. 



ledy Is 



She Is df the opinion 
hat economic, moral, and mental In 
lependence is being so rapidly secur- 
hat the times are ripe 
Those who take her 
view will find her jihamphlet a pow- 
erful argument in Its behalf. Price 



X. By defending- the freedom of spe'eh and press 
in loc.l court.-, „mi More l.-g.>l4t.v« bodiw- 



Bond in your subscription to the 
Hade. We need the money to pay 
ur bills with. 
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correspondence 



San Francisco, Jan. 24, 190G. 
Jauie:i K. Hughes:— Enclosed find 
$1 an to nm my subscription to the 
BhM OrMi Blade for another year. 
I am very sorry to hear of Mr. C. C. 
Moore's illness, but do sincerely hope 
to hear of his speedy recovery for a 
few more years to come. I also feel 
very, very sorry and sympathize very 
deeply for Dr. and Mrs. Wilson for 
their great bereavement In the Iosb 
of their dear and only child, the af- 
fliction Is very Md indeed. MRS. W. 
C. DENKKR 

Utlca, Minn. Jan. in, 190C. 
James E. Hughes : —Please And In- 
closed P. O. Money Order for $1.25. 



.Moore. He is one of the world's best 
men. History will record the noble 
effort he made during life to break the 
chains of superstition. My wishes 
are, that he may live to a ripe old age 
and pass to the other life, feeling 
that he has completed his part of the 
work on this side.— J. J. KINO. 

Paris, Illinois. Jan. 12, 190C. 
Charles C. Moore: 

Hear Sir: — I write to know if I 
could get another copy of "Dog Fen- 
nel."' I also write to know if I owe 
your Blue Grass Blade anything for 
back subscription, and further, wheth- 



reaved parents if I could say 

to ease their burden, but'so ji 
know them personally and the 
one who has passed away, 
forbear. Remember me to them, 
enclose stamps for Dr. Wilson's 
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you also send M a volume of po< 
when they are published, with pt 
Clad are we readers of the Bit 
that our good editor, is mending, 
hope he has DMBJ years yet In Wl 
to amuse and Instruct . There 
none other like him, and when hi 
gone who shall nil his place? rioi 
you will realize a good thing in I 



encourag* her to continue to pray for 
the next twenty years. 

When 1 learned that the Sage of 
Quakeracre was sick and nigh unto 
death, no feelings were the same as 
that of the many which have lately 
expressed themselves through the col 
umns of t be Blade, and while contem- 
plating nil death and wondering who 
we would have left to take his place 
in such a sad event, I breathed a 
fervent little prayer (as good as 
could be expected from a gray-haired 
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sent $1.00 to you and one to the 
treasurer in Cincinnati, In stamps, 
at the time of the effort to send Dr. 
Wilson to Rome. I never saw credit 
for either remittance and whether 
liny were received or lost, I never 
I. now. I hope they helped expense, at 
any rate. I may send for more later. 
Regards i () Brother Moore, hope he is 
on the gain. I have passed the 70th 
mark on the dial of life. With best 
wishes for your health and success, I 



Ocoee, Fla., Jan 20, 190C. 
Mr. C. C. Moore: 

Dear Sir— I am glad to hear that 
you are bitter and able to use your 
pen again. Hope you will continue 
to improve and have many happier 
days yet. A few days ago some due 
said to me that when Ephriam Al 
len's daughter died, she asked her 
father, whose religion she should 



Weyauwcga, Wis., Jan. 2C. 190C. . 
The Blue Crass Blade: 

Dear Friends— Inclosed find $2.00. 1 
take two dailies, one Democrat and 
one Republican. Two local and two 
trade weeklies. Also the Blade, and 
two monthly newspapers, but I would 
rather not be without the Blade. It 
was a little hard for me to become 
interested at first, because of the re- 
ligious frecthought. Tom Paine and 
Abe Lincoln had me years ago. Then 
I became a very easy mark for Robt. 
G. Ingerso'l, whom I heard lecture 
five times and now Mr. Moore and oth 
era of the Blade's staff, are but add- 
ing the finishing touches. But it was 

against Political freedom of 
ir(such as Socialism) Ln which 
I think there is also a rude awaken- 
ing. I am training with no poU'ical 
party. All party bars are too high with 
platform planks. I would propose, 
work, and vote, for any candidate or 
any se* cf candidates who would 
pledge and whom I believe would pro- 
pose work and vote 'for the best 
known system of electing public of- 
ficers with the lnlative and referen- 
dum and the immediate recall of any 
officer at the first violation, of his 
pledge to his people. Then I think 
we would see the greatest educational 
revolution the world ever knew. The 
people would be too busy making 
laws. All good planks in all parties, 
would take the place of isms and sup- 
erstitions. Religious and political 
bosses would melt -,£yay like Ice. 
There never was a time as you know- 
in the history of the world that the 
political and religious bosses did not 



published, and if so, I desli 
new my subscription to the same. If 
you have another copy of "Dog Fen- 
nel." kindly forward it to me or send 
me the price of same together with 
any back account you may have 
against me. and I will send the money 
to you.— FRANK T. O'HAIR. 

Paris, Ky. Jan. 16, 1906. 
Mr. James E. Hughes: 

Bear Sir — I read in the Blade yes- 
leida. . with a sad heart and tearful 
eyes, of the death of Dr. and Mrs. 
Wilson's only daughter. 1 well know- 
how to sympathize with them In their 
terrible bereavement, lor my lovely 
and gifted daughter passed away a 
few weeks after her fourteenth year 
from dyptherla, contracted at a board- 
ing school. Her health had always 
beer perfect until tnat illness, and 
she was only sick' four days until 
death wrapped her ln his icy chains. 
My sympathies are more with the 
mother, for to her, what could be 
mere heartrenderlng, than to give up 
an only child, a daughter, whom she 
had nursed In her bosom with the 
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when the weight of years and the bur- 
den of life were pressing her down 
the hill of time. I cannot express my 
sorrow for the father and mother, 
more than by saying, I too have pass- 
ed under the rod, and my tears are 
flowing for them. Tim 9, and strug- 
gles, and cares of life, will In a meas- 
ure, take the keen edge from their 
anguish, but 



Independence. Kans. Jan. Hi, 1906. 
C C Moore. 

My Dear Sir— It gives me inexpress- 
able pleasure to learn that you are 
getting better. And I do hope that 
you are on the road to complete re- 
covery. I have relt for you the deep- 
est solicitude during the weary days 
and nights of your Illness. And if 
desire is prayer, I pray daily for the 
complete roato ration of your health. 
But I have not called upon Jupiter, 
Jove or Jehovah to help you. But 
my earnest desire and wish Is that 
you may soon be your former self 
again. You have lived a useful life, 
you have been a .brave soldier in the 
lirand Army, that is delivering the 
world from superstitious darkness. 
We need your counsel, the fruit of 
your experience, your sparkling wit 
and penetrating humor in the great 
conflict ahead. We want to see you 
smite wilh Javlins of death the camps 
of Free Love and Anarchy. We need 
your coinage and encouraging words, 
we need you to further urge your gos- 

It was in Kentucky I first heard the 
morning stars sing together. The 
stars shine brighter, there than they 
do here; the birds sing sweeter, the 
Ightnlng bug flH«hes a more brlllant 
light; foxfire has a keener glow, and 
even the man in the moon has a smile 
cn his face there that he don't have 
here. Thousands of people whose 
names you have never heard, sympa- 



and simplicity of 
that of the little daughter of a cer- 
tain Episcopal clergyman. It was dur- 
ing the early part of President Mc- 
Klnley's administration when the in- 
cident took place. One evening the 
daughter that 
to retire and to "remem- 
ber her prayers." A little later, on 
curiosity bent, the preacher tiptoed 
to the bed-room door of the little one 
and llsteinled. Her prayer had now 
reached that vain repetition where the 
supplicants of ' The Church" pray for 
the President of the United States 
and all others in authority, when she 
got contused and finished thus: "Ol 
I»rd, take good care of President! 
Mi Kinley, Yor If anything should hap 1 
pen to him just uow, why, we would"' 
not have anybody left but you." 

I will add, by way of digression, 
that the little darling had, doubtless, 
never heard of Teddy the Terrible " 
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Hal 



Is a cold, revolutionary climax in the 
evolutionary growth of nations aspir- 
ing ever to a larger life and liberty. 
But I am not writing nn essay upon 
this or any subject to-day. I had 
only In mind a letter of thanks to 
Dr. J. B. Wilson and Editor Moore, 
for whoso speedy recovery all the 
Freethought p.ople In Hartford are 
earnestly wishing, for your warm de- 
fense of freedom of speech. 
Yours for the better day, 

CLINTON SIMONTON. 

Galveston, Indiana, Jan 19, 1906. 
'James E. Hughes, 
t Dear Sir:— Please find enclosed $1 
! for the Blue Grass Blade and II cents 
to pay postage on Dr. Wilson's Rome 
book. I understand the book will 
soon be ready to mail to the subscrib- 
ers. I hope to soon have the book for 
I want to read what he has to say 
about the oldest Christians In the 
world. — ELISHA VAN BUSKIRK. 

Kenton, Ohio, January 18, 1906. 
Mr. Charles C. Moore: 

Enclosed find post office order of 
$1 for the Blue Grass Blade for the 
year 1900. My time Is up in February. 
I hope friend Moore you will be well 
and able to write again for the niade. 
I am 79 years of age and my hands 
are getting weak and no good to 
write.— JOHN 



niug when he left New York, and end- 
ing on his return to that city. Such 
a book in any book-store would cost 
lor your book when you have once 

read it. 

There are about 200 of the original 
subscribers who have not yet paid 
lor the book. Now that the boo* is 
almost ready for binding, and that 
you are'assured of getting it, please 
remit the $1.15 at once.. Be careful 
to spell your names and addresses 
correctly, and give the county aa well 
as state and post office. 

JAMES E. I 



EMPEROR 

Employs a Water Witch to Loots 
Water in Feminine Stricken 
Southwestern Africa. 

Berlin, January 26. — Curious inter- 
est attaches to the announcement that 
Emperor William has commissioned 
Heir Von Usler, Chief Government of- 
licial of Apenred, province of Schles- 
Wig ilo.stein, to proceed to German 



d. Ark., January 9, 19oC. 
Dear Brothers:— I have read your 
paper for several months past, and 
unhestiatingly pronounce It the best 
Free Thought paper published in 
America. While I may uot accept all 
the views of its various contributors, 
tthat is my privilege) 1 value it high- 
ly for its outspoken thought in regard 
to all questions, religious, political 
and economic. 

1 wish to thank you and Dr. J. B. 
Wilson and the readers of the Blade 
at large for the article. Socialists 
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evening dust they greet ui 
come to them entreat us, 



ROBT. E. ANGER. 

Los Angeles. Jan. 25, 1906. 
Mr. Moore: 

Dear Sir — I suppose you like to 
hear from new subscribers, and then 
go on as you deem best. Under that 
surmise, I am emboldened to Bay that 
those pictures are detestable. One 
look is sufficient to prevent any reli- 
gious person ever again touching your 
paper with a pair of tongs and the 
Freethinker hates them, because they 
are ugly, unscrlptural and prevent 
him from showing or giving the paper 
to anyone on account of wounding 
their feelings. Perhaps It is too soon 
for me to judge, but there seems to 
be no effort to make converts by dis- 
cussing the bible and taking up in a 
clear, simple and convincing manner, 
the refutation of general religious be- 
liefs. Of course you know better than 



JOHN ROBERTSON. 
Comment — Mr. Hughes 



afflicted, and Mr. Hughes apologized 
for doing so, I am also sorry for It.— 
Editor Moore. 



Willlamsport. Pa., Jan. 16, 1906. 
Mr. James E. Hughes: 

Dear Sir:— Enclosed Is P. O. Money 
Order for $3.15. Please mark my 
Blade paid up to June 1906 and send 
nte one of Dr. Wilson's books as soon 

Not remitting for the Blade sooner, 
has been juBt negligence on my part. 



Enclosed find $1.15 for Dr. Wilson's 
Rome Book.— MRS. JEANIE B. HAR- 
MON. 

Canal Dover, Ohio, Jan. 10, 1900. 
Mr. J. E. Hughes. 

Sir—- Your statement to hand and ln 
reply will say, that the reason I did 
not remit when due was not negli- 
gence, nor was It my Intention to let 
you stop the Blade on me far from it, 
but It was all financial affairs, the 
plain truth is it will be at least 30 
d i> more before I am able to remit, 
will send you the money as soon as 
poslble. — J. H. HACKSTETTER. 

Pickrington, O., Jan. 10, 1906. 
. lames B, Hughes, Esq. 

in regard to the Rome Book, I write 
fCM to say I am still at the same old 
stand doing what I can for the eman- 
cipation of the human mind, from the 
fetters of superstition. Having been 
partially freed by that great man In- 
gersoil and entirely so by the teach 
Ings of Our Dear Old Father C. C. 
Moore (Bless him). I wish to see the 
entire human family freed. As text 
books I am using Moore's "Dog Fen 
nel," "Behind the Bars," B. G. Blade, 
"Ingersolllan," Taylor's "Dlegesis," 
Paine's "Age of Reason," "Higher 
Science." The Culturlst," etc.— JOHN 
kkmp 

Lexington, Ky., Jan. 13, 1906. 
Mr. Hughes. 

, Dear Sir— As a reader of your pa- 
per, I looked upon Dr. J. B. Wilson 
as one of Its noblest writers. His 

With em. niens of sympathy for all 
humanity, who were afflicted, and as 
his home, at the dawn of the New 
Year is made so sad, I send him my 
deepest sympathy, trusting a boon, ln 
the near future, may in a measure 
assuage his now sad, sad home, I re- 
main with best of feelings for all. — 
MRS. A. SPEARS. 

Brunswick, Maine, Jan. 28. 1906. 
Dear Friend Hughes. 

I feel that when 1 write to you that 
I ought to enclose a little something 
to pay for the good things that come 
to us weekly. Many of us are sponges 



to say his say. Your name will ever 
be remembered as one who stood In 
the front ranks of the world's reform- 
ers, your name will ever be a syn- 
onym of courage, Integrity and hon- 
esty. We know your greatest ambition 
is to increase human happiness, to 
lift fro mthe shoulder of the world, 
some of its burden of care, to remove 
the briar and thorns that lacerate the 
feet of despair. Your life has been 
an open book, and we feel that we 
know 
and c 

the world's most grand and noble and 
heroic souls in all the avenues of life, 
shall have been classified, yours, will 
stand beside that of i;en Adhem, who 
loved his fellow men. 

Hoping and wishing that this, the 
sixty ninth year of your life, will be 
the happiest and most enjoyable to 
you, of, all the years that have gone 
before, and that the morning song- 
sters of the spring, those sweet warb- 
ling of the forest, will gently waken 
you each morn from pleasant dreams, 
throughout their singing period for 
many years to come. I am fraternally 
J. W. ANI)h:RSO.\. 



■ up 



Editor of the Blue Grass Blade: 

Herewith find $2.18 to renew my 
subscription, pay for one copy of Dr. 
Wilson's Rome Congress book and 
extras containing his signs ot the 
Zodiac vs. Christianity. 

In the words of President Roosevelt 
"I am de lighted" to learn that Broth- 
er Moore Is slowly recovering and 
was able to write a few lines by way 
of a New Year's greeting to his many 
friends. I fear, however, that the 
leuiptaiion to write will prove too 
strong for our valiant knight of ra- 
tionalism and lead him to attempt too 
much in his feeble condition. In 
further expressing my sentiments, I 
speak the feelings of numerous others 
in saying that I hope that our sick 
comrade may not only live to fulfill 
his "allotted years" (?) but live by 
"reason of his strength." Independent 
of the aforesaid "allotted," to round 
out a full forescore. 

About a year ago there was pub- 
lished in the Blade a letter from 
some good old lady In which she said 
that she had been praying for t he- 
spiritual salvation of Editor Moore for 
twenty years or more. On reading 
the same, I snii'ed and mentally ex- 
he a plucky 



The seven years I waded through 
Bunyan's Slough of Despond" as a 
preacher of Wcsleyan philosophy, 
but one day awoke to the fact that I 
was preaching a philosophy, of life 
which had no place ln the closing 
light of the nineteenth century, and 
vas wnoily unfit for "twentieth cen- 
tury Idea's." I had dared to step 
aside from the dogmas of Calvin, 
Luther, KnYx and Wesley, and, as 
young clcrlynian, take a free, glad 
look into /the great universe ot 
thing*. \Vteu, behold! 1 found my 
self in the quagmire of a social wind 
bound and limited in Its conception of 
truth to what a mere handful of early 
church fathers had thought before 
science penetrated the fogs and mists 
of early superstitions. I began with 
Darwin, Haeckel and Herbert Spen- 
cer. Darwin's Origin of Species and 
Haeckel's Evolution of Man led me to 
an utter disbelief In regard to Biblical 
special creation, if that which, dur- 
ing the last two years of my ministry, 
had long been a doubt, through the 
studies in college of astronomy, geo- 
logy and chemistry. I dared to voice 
my thoughts, my knowledge, not be- 
lief, when, to my surprise the old cry 
rang out "away with him!" 

Years have passed since then, and 
following the trend of modern thought 
ever since, I guarantee that if no 
money consideration were involved, 
nine-tenths of the clergy would ac- 
knowledge that no divine call to 
preach held them in bondage. Among 
the best educated onefourth of them 
do not believe what they are teach- 
ing, and if they do they are bigger 
fools than I give them credit of really 
being. 

All these years I have been earn 
estly searching for a cause— reasoning 
from cause to effect— tracing from ef- 
fect to cause— the evils of social sys- 
tems. Among all the causes whose ef- 
fects are leaving the curse of unde- 



Llberty, Indiana, Jan. 18, 1906. 
.lames | Hughes: 

Dear Sir:— Enclosed I send post of- 
fice order for $2.30. Two dollars to 
pay subscription for Blue Grass Blade 
from July next for C. P. Conglin and 
myself for one year, and thirty cents 
for postage on one "Rome Book" by 
Dr. Wilson for which you have al- 
ready received two dollars. 

Our town now has four regular sub- 
scribers and readers of the Blade, and 
each one considers the $1 paid for the 
paper the best Investment he ever 
made for reading matter. 

We hope to Increase the circulation 
of the Blade here, but accept no sub- 
scriber who refuses to pay $1 per year 
in advance. 

We have no God to which we can 
pray or swear by, but simply desire 
and hope that among the thousands 
of friends and admirers of Charles C. 
Moore there may be found some per- 
son or persons, whose knowledge o'f 
hygenle and materia niedica is such 
that this veteran phllantropist, this 
promulgator and promoter of truth 
and righteousness may long continue 
his usefulness among us. 
i Wishing success to Blade and your- 
self I am, as ever— C. C. BEELER. 



in Uslar has a wide reputation as 
water finder in Schleswil Holsteln, 
but scientists refuse to admit hia 
claims that he discovers water by 
means ot a divining rod. The £ 
or heard of Von Uslar and < 
the ministry of public works to in- 
quire into the matter. The ministry 
collected numerous testimonial* from 
the provincial authorities, seemingly 
proving the extraordinary success of 
Von Uslar in discovering water vein*. 
The Emperor thereupon decided to 
utilize Von Uslar's powers for the pur- 
pose of alleviating the c 



A TRIP TO 
JMNIE 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 



Within the next month, Dr. Wilsons 
book, "A Trip to Rome," will be com- 
peted, and ready to send to subscrib- 
ers. Since the subscriptions were giv- 
en over a year ago, many have chang- 
ed locaUon, and were I to send the 



handicapped by lack of water. 

EVANGELIST POSES AS ST. JOHN 

Asks People to Wear Crosses to 
Scare Away Devil. 

PONCE, Porto Rico, Jan. 12.— An 
evangelist calling himself St. John is 
creating great excitement. About 
three thousand people have left their 
homes and labor to follow him. At 
times ho preaches some Bible truths 
and at other times the contrary. He 
commands the people to fo.iow him 
and to wear thr9e crosses hanging 
from their necks, so that Satan may 
not carry them away. He a 
a service 
thou3ar 1 



ything. 



Mr. 



Moore, Dr. Wilson. Mrs. Henry, how 
eagerly we look for something from 
them! Dr. Wilson, what a loss he has 
suffered! My sympathy goes out to 
him and his wife in their bereave 
Deal I wish I could say something 
to lighten their burden. It Is a severe 
wound, how well many of us know. 
This tlrst agony will pass in time, 
but ihe scar will remain as long as 
life lasts. And it Is well It should 
be so. We could not endure these 
first hours of grief. Reason would 
give way, I would write to the be- 



The 



had i 



righte 



!tual fervent prayer of the 
availeth much." Now, I 
could not vouch for the "effectual" 
part of it any more than the woman 
In question could by way of Mr. 
Moore's conversion. I would simply 
make a botch of job of It the same 
as that which marks her earnest ef- 



r Is l 



forts. Nevert 
wish that she continue the burden of 
her prayer on behalf of Brother Moore 
—"pray without censing" for his splr- 



same may, at least, t 



I 

can find no greater than the suppres- 
sion of freedom of speech and free- 
dom of the press. Let America try 
it to her cost. Retrogression, decay 
and death can be the only result. 

1 am a Socialist. The study of 
science, cold, hard demonstrable 
MtonMk led me. ln this age of reason, 
to be such. It is no dream of fanatic 
brain, but the application of scientific 
laws, revealed by no bible except the 
open book of nature, to man's eco- 
nomic needs. We have trusted to the 
gods with their everlasting whine of 

the earth is strewn with the 
wreckage of human hopes and aspir- 
ations; until we have come to look 
upon almost everything which Is 
good aa a dream, everything which is 
Ideal as impractical. If a thing Is 
good Is It practical. Only the truth 
is practical, the impractical is error. 
The two cannot be harmonized. So- 
cialism, while advocated by Imper- 
fect men individually speaking, is no 
less than an effort to attempt to con- 
form to revealed science — an Inevita- 
ble law of 
ten, of production and distribution of I • 
wealth. It Is no attempted reform, ltU 



would not reach them. To be sure 
that each person will get his book 
and to avoid all complications, I re- 
quest that each subscriber write me 
and give his name and address. Let 
each one take pains to write name 
and address plainly. If any book 
miscarries from wrong address, it will 
either be Mat, or I will have to send 
postage for its return- 
No books will be sent out, until 
names and addresses of ail the ori- 
ginal subscribers are ln, and tallied 
with the list of names on hand. As 
i have no means of knowing who may, 
and who may not have moved, I want 
all names and addresses. No matter 
if you have previously notified me of 
removal, send in change of address 
now. I will have a special clerk to 
list all the names. 
Also I request that each of you in- 

THE POSTAGE. 

Required to mail the cook, which 
will be 15 cents. 

Of course you are not compelled o 
Include this sum, but I feel that you 
will not question my right to ask 
it, when I tell you fiat the book will 
be much larger than I contracted for 
In the first place. 

Dr. Wilson intended to write only 
about 300 pages, but the book will he 
nearer 400 than 300 pages, and this 
extra weight will not only cost extra 
postage, but extra for paper and bind- 



REDUCED RATES 
TQ 

MARI GRfttt, 
NEW ORLEANS ArWMOBILE. 
Round Trip Tickets will be sold via 
QUEEN & CRE8CENT 
ROUTE 

at the rate of One Fare (plus 25c) 
for the round trip. Tickets on sale 
February 21st to 26th Inclusive and 
for tiains scheduled to arrive in Mo- 
bile or New Orleans on or before 
i.oon of the 27th. Final limit March 
•ird, with privilege of extension until 
March 17th by deposit of ticket and 
payment of 60c with joint agent at 
New Orleans or Mobile. Stopover 
tnvileges. 

For information ask agents, or J. 
C Conn, D. P. A. Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; H. F. Latimer, T. P. A., 
Knoxville, Tenn.; H. C. King, C. P. A 
T. A., Lexington, Ky.; A 
T. P. A., Birmingham, J* 



cation of the Blade by sending to a 
club of new subscribers. In club* of 
five only 50 cento each. 



I am sure faat the extra expense, 
which I have hazarded, and the extra 
pages given you by Dr. Wilson will be 
worth far more than the 15 cents 
and that for these reasons, you will 
agree that I am Justified ln asking 
it I am only asking for the extra, 
I am putting ln the book of which 
you get the benefit Dr. Wilson 
uldn't 



\ Good Route 
to Try 



It traverses a territory rich in 
undeveloped resources; a territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, horticulture, stock rais- 
ing, mining and 
last, but not least, it is 

The Scenic Route 
for Tourists. 

The Frisco System now offers the 
fast ti 

Between St. Louis and Kansas 

City and points in Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and points 
in Tennesse?, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory, Texas 
and the West and Southwest. 

Full information as to route and 
rates cheerfully furnished upon 



Passenger Traffic Department, 







— 



THAT SUPREME COURT DECISION olas. 'S of p.,si «;in«-..» in the It. pul.! if. 

hut Ml can she unless he means she? j how- 
Law- The Uth amendment to the constitu <lear 
lion if the Cnited States says: "That inp 
all | 'rsons horn or naturalized to the as I 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
l nlt d States and .»f the State where 
in t ey reside. No stale shall make 
or nforee any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities 



yer Shows Tnat Women are 
Qualified to Be Notaries 
Public 

Mr. Editor: — I clipped the f«U W- 
ing paragraph from a Concord paper 
of January 2, below I give MM OOBh 
menu for the consideration 1 of the 
Court and everybody else. 

"The Supreme Court today answer 
ed In the negative a querry from th • 
governor and council asking if a wo- 
man is qualified to fill the office of 
notary public in this state. Half a 
dozen women now hold such office 
and the effect of the decision will be 
to cancel their commissions. ' 

Is New Hampshire retrograding? 
Man, according to l lie dictionary 



s old 



liberl 



he 



pull 



ti l spring, when he will tak. on a 
new lease of life and live to fight sup. 
erstltii n several years yet. I can't 
make myself ball are that he is going 
to leave us yet, for Ills death would 
certainly be a snd blow to Free- 
thought. I wish I could do something 
for bin. lor be has done wonders In 



! Unable 



always embraces woman, at.nd there, ^ assnr(11 „ v „ dowl . A f ,. w wars 
is ample authority thaL "he ver> ^ , waB a88lstlnK ln settling: an 
often sustains the same relation lt> ^tate In a small town here in New 
"her". May not this seeming male > Hanipanirt , There wus no notary 
guise be worn by a woman without a pul|]lc wl(hin )}( mik , 3 atl(1 , . i<U{ , ,,, 
violation of law? lxwk at the crim ^ a jpoinill , (i n , ;larv public, but was 
lnal code of the United States and r(lfllsed slmplv 1)e0(uise , W118 a 
some of the many curious uses of the ( ^ b „ notnlng to ^ denled to 
words, "he," "him" and "his. The w H1 , IHljnt ^i a n „tary public? What 
Hrst section limit* the punishment oi I)rivileges all(1 i!mmm itlos have I dif- 
treason exclusively to males, unless ft , r)ni? . from tho8f , of the su |, jo <. ts <)f 
he can be construed to mean she, Sec- ^ nl)Somu> monarch* They 

tlon 552, Rev. Stat, p 1041. Nor can 



process of law. nor deny to any per- for ">'"• for "° naR 
son within its Jurisdiction the equal, the way of opening the pe 
protection of the laws." j and any amount of good 

1 ant a person, one of the sovereign ways, (live him and hit 
people, a citizen of the 1'nited States ] wife, my kimVst regards, hoping he 
and of the state of New Hampshire, will soon be restored to liealti again. 
Does the state of New Hampshire en Now Rrothct Hughes. I wish you 
fi ree any law which abridges my 
or immunities 



A FEAST FOR FREETHINKERS! 



I urn In doubt about you. "There i 
I ui one God and Mohammed is his 
Prophet." .1. T. 1 

Here is a publication that will bring sure satisfaction to every 

Oourtlaad, Kan.. Jan. .m, 1M6. Freethinker and g-ive him new pride in the propoganda of Liberal 
Mltor Biue Qrmai Blade Lml, k>. j sin . i„ the list of contributors are numerous names familiar to 

m ar Wr:- i moJoee you money Blade reads, including 
ord for $2.15, *l.oo for the good old! 

Bta ! :i d 11.15 lor Dr. Wilson s Rome Josephine K. Henry 
book Am sorry to hear of Ur. Clarence S. Darrow, 
Moore a continued illness; hope to Dr - B- Wilson, 
mm eoM of bis complete reoorary. i Harriet M. Closz 

Prof. W. F. Jamiesoi 
Judge Jarrish B. Liu 
Jtto Wei 



will enclo e you an article clippec 
Kansas City Journal ol 
I. 1900, which shows lb. 
>t all dead yet. In the nam*, 
bow much longer are tin 



II. If. Ma 



Charles Watts, 
Joseph McCabe, 
Singleton W. Davis, 
George Jacob Holyoake, 
Dr. Paul Cams, 
Stephen D. Parrish, 
J. T. Patch, 
Walter Hurt. 



;olng 



of I 



bookl an I see If I and foolih trash like the enclosed 
h the, price of one j clippings? What an 



msihl 



contri- 



i found guilty of criminal 
correspondence with foreign powers, 
unless by the same rule. A woman 
who commit* perjury cannot be pun 
ished unless he means she. The only 
statue in existence for that purpose 
declares that he shall be punished. 
Not a word about her, but I heard a 
woman sentenced to five years ln a 
penitentiary for perjury not long ago; 
he certainly meant her that time! It ia 
melancholly to know that there is no 
law protecting mail matter from fe- 
male invasion. Section 5471. Nor 
can a woman with all her invention 
ro~ the mall in contemplation of law. 
Section 5472, but if she attempts it 
she will be sent to the penitentiary 
under the next section, because "he" 
means "she" when punishment is con- 
cerned. No woman cou.d be hanged 
for murder unless he means she, but L f ' hp Bna „ w . llllin six months there- 
Mary Rogers was nanged in Vermont af((ir depOB „ „„ nls notar | a i records 
December 8th, 19ti5. The statutes am) a)1 papi , r8 fi | ed j,, his office in t he 
seem framed for a race of males. offlcp of „„, s ,.,.,.,. Iarv of state. The 
1 magical words "he," "his" and "him" 



I thin I; I sent they are 
■1.00 10 rome person before the Dr. I crazy trying to sacrifice an old Dur- 
weni on his tour to Rome, but am not j ham bull, also James, lo-yeur-old boy, 
certain. Please drop me a can!. — JNO. by burning. I would suggest that the 
RHOADS. | Christians change the name of their 

mfac 

Shawnee, Okla.. Jan. 8, 1906. 
K. Hughes:— Please And enclost 
i check for Dr. Wilson's book, a Trip 

Hoim . and iubaoripttm to Blade 
■ another year. Wishing you all, 
pecteUy Mr. Moore, mfeny happy 
urr.s of the New Year, I am .1. M. 



fit to Impose. Am 1 subject to an> HY1.ER. 

laws other than are Imposed upon j 

me I can have what they will give. Ackley. Va.. January 1C, I90G. 

Could any slave have less? Therefore. To (he Editur and Readers of the 
government permits the state of New Blade: 

Hampshire In the face of the 14th , al|1 Klad t0 gee lne B | ade faj] 
amendmenl to enforce and imniunt- , gneet ln )u | mprov ed state, and that 
ti. > as well as those of every other Mr Hughes has promised to open its 
columns for till liberal classes pertain- 



ing lo the welfare of humanity and 



butes to the maintenance of an organ- eB pe<.|ally f„r free thought. I trust 
ized government. t0 nave a hearing. 

Chapter lMh of the Public Statutes; We htar and read 80 mucn „f 8U i. 
of New Hampshire, pertaining to no- cM( , robbery, bribery and all kind of 
taries public says: "Notaries public U i 8 honesty that hardly 
sha:i be appointed by the governor,' 
with advice of the council, and shall 
be commissioned for five years, 
j Whenever a notary public shall ro- 
om the state, resign, or from 



"She" shrinks from them and one has 
to look to find "her," and then only 
in the earlier laws. The courts have 
I these primitive laws to in- 
e women, and no woman was ever 
tin to escape a criminal statute, 
i Its language ignored her sex. 
Indeed under the old dark days, the 
shadow of which is on her yet, wo- 
men often suffered death because they 
were women, under the cruel Action 
that a wonifg could not be o clerk 
wl. Vthe gejjf/ male o-^pe-l solely 
because he was not a woman. Snail 
tnete be more than one rule for the 
construction of nil our statutes on 
this important point? Shall the word) 
he Include woman In one set of laws : 
and exclude her in another, or shall | 
they all be expounded by one rule?i 
So where there is nothing but tut pro-! 
noun be, his or him to indicate sex it 
shall be taken to refer to males and 
females alike Tor fate or favor. I con-j 
lend for the one rule for all. I 
know that Instances judicial, can bej 
found without going for or search- 
ing long which if continued to! 
their logical consequences would 
result in this: Whatever a penalty or 
d masculine pro- 
When a 

benefit is offered or a privilege be- 
stowed man alone is meant by them. 
She Is included for penalties and dis- 
abilities, excluded from favors and 



nty i 



nppear i.nd not "she" and "her." 
Neither do they appear In Chapter 27 
of the Public Statutes of New Hamp 
shirt, which say: "If any person shal' 

Of tabtkOT "he" shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding seven years. If any 
person shall steal, take and carry 
away any horse,' mule, cattle, sheep, 
swine, the property of another, "he" 
shall be Imurisaned not. exceeding 
seven years." Chapter 222. says: "If 
any person shall wilfully and malic- 
iously burn a dwelling house or an 
oaOmndtn adjoining thereto, or any 
building whereby a dwelling house 



Can it be expect, d other 
wise?" That which we sow we nvuat 

When a young man starts out In 
ihe world after he has graduated and 
is called upon by I'ncle Sam to 
as a solidler he is "chucked" full of 
patriotic Inspirations, nothing ' 
suit him better than to hear of wi 
big guns and battles. He 



shall 



pris ned not ■inWlrtlBl thirty years," 
out not a word about her. . saw in 
a oaper a few days ago that a woman 
was held without bail to wait the ac- 
tion of the grand jury for arson. I 
think it was near Hampton in this 
state, and no one has yet appeared 
to plead thai 1 he" doesn't mean 
"Bhe." If the woman be found 



"she" 



will 



tenced to the state prison at Con- 
cord, a thcu(.h Chapter 227 of ,.ie 
RMtMd statutes of New nampshire 
distinctly says "he" hall be 
prisoned. Inn no' a word about 
her." MARII.LA M. RICKER, 
Dover, N. I 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



All students of English law know 
that statutes imposing penalties ar 
to be strictly construed so as to ei 

elude everybody and thing not erltfe $, ,„, r ,„ the Ilia.!.- that I wi 
in their letter, statutes creating V(JU in , ,, NV , laVs 
privileges, conferring benefits are to j go , on a (lrunk ] ast winter and 
be liberally construed, so as to In | Bta yed drunk four months, and then 
elude every person within the reach | ( wa8 sif , k [ oar , n() „ihs this summer, 
of their spirit. I think we have reach- J j was no , wol ., h a du g and Southers. 
ed a period when women are to have tn ,. | nn ,i e ] tailor, of Florence, said he 
have the benefit of both these rules to was K0 i n> r ,,, ,,irn me out of the In- 
correlate each other. The Revised fldel camp an(I _ rather than get turn- 
Statutes of the United States, chap 
ter l«t, Section 1, says: "Be it 
enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States 
of America In Congress assembled. 
In determining the meaning of the 



Inn. 



Jan. 8, 190rj. 
Dear Brother Hughes— I 

send 



I went and Joined the Prohib 
itlonlst and now I don't drink a 
damned bit. 

IT Mr Moore gets well enough to 
come down and stay with nie a month 
I would give him some good grub, 
tiy act or reso , navt , , ,,,, nic „ trying chickens 

•ord importing wan t s , l only live six miles from Cin- 
tend and cinna ,j. \\- P eo«M go down and take 
in the town. 

Souther has a year of Mr. Moore's 
paper in book form. 
In the winter is the time to read 



tally press 
suit his fancy. Robbery, suicides and 
detective stories is his hobby, and 
when in service he Is drilled how 
kill people. In his immagination he 
is already a king, his deflre is 
He likes to be a General and swing 
his sword as a brave soldier. In his 
elements of madness 
human butchery, where he finishes 
his course of education with a brc 
limb. Then he comes home a 
brave soldier and receives a prem 
from the government what Is ca!l< 
pension. 

Our young girls likewise are edu- 
cated. Those who had ihe vitality to 
stand the task and become graduates 
nave swapped" their common sense 
for an education. If you ask them 
quest 



of the 
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. E. HALL. 



Lima. ().. January 1G, 1906. 
.\ir. Moore, 

De-U Friend: — You will please find 
enclosed a money order for $MK), My 
husband and I were awfully uneasy 
t you, Mr. Moore, and were afraid 

ing of going to see you some da 
hen we read of you being s. 
e almoet gave up hopes of 1 
the pleasure of seeing you, bi 
iast paper gave up new hopes when I 
read of your being able to write a 
little again. I don t know what we 
would do w ithout the Blade and I don't 
kno what the Biade wou.d do without 

thiol women . I don't know any of my 
neignbors and friends are more or 
less religious. But, nevertheless, I tell 
them my opinion and It seems they 
t think any less of me, but they 
are afraid to admit that 1 am right 
for fear they may have to burn for 
S.i you see if I did not take the 
Blade and read Mrs. Henry's and 
other infidel women's articles I would 
as though 1 was all alone in my 
•fs, and I would be like Mr. J. B. 
Can' tell if it should be stopped. I 
would be lonesome without it, for it 
is like hearing from old friends to 
read the Blade. So hoping you a 
long life yet. Mr. Moore, and success. 
I remain a true friend of the Blue 
Grass Blade, 

M ItS. NELLIE EVANS. 

Denton, Texas, Jan. 15, 190G. 
To the Editor of Blue Grass Blade. 

There has been a lot of talk all over 
his country that infidels would not 
meet Christian debaters In open dls 
cusslon upon the subject of the di- 
vinity or Jesus Christ or the inspira- 
tion of the Bible. 1 hereby challenge 



All Rationalists will want to read in the current number Dar- 
row 's great article on " Punishment and Its Function;" "Free- 
thought, the Essential of All Progress," by Wilson; "All is Matter- 
All Matter is Mind," by Dr. Willittm Colby Cooper, and "Liberal 
Liberalism," "Obsolescence of the Church," "Philosophy of Op- 
timism," "Human Equality" and other articles by Hurt, as well as 
many other first-class features. 

THE CULTURIST 

THE WORLD'S FOREMOST FREETHOUGHT MAGAZINE 

An artistic periodical, well printed on excellent paper and with 
a beautiful cover in colors. $1.00 a year, 10 cents a copy. No free 
copies— it costs too much to produce. 



Box 970, Station M, Cincinnati, Ohio. 




We Sell and R< 

The Smith 
Premier 

The World's Best Typewriter 

WE carrv » complete stock of Typewriter 
Desks, Ribbons, Papcs, Carbons, and 
all supplies for all makes of machines. 

Competent stenographers, who can operate 
any make of machine, furnished without charge 
to either party. 

Send for our Sookl-t or a talrtman to e«plain just why the 
Smith I'remitr U tht mot perfect and practical of all writing 

&/>e Smith Premier Typewriter Co. 

, CINCINNATI, O. 



little .Uumhter. What a sad blow that 
is to him. as 1 know personally that 
he almost idolized the child. I called 
on htm last fall while in Cincinnati 
and it was his wish that I should see 
his little girl, but she happened to be 
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tionary. Their education cc.nslBts of 
book memory, but no mind of tlieii 
own. ir you talk to them on "Woman 
Bights" or on reform of any kind, 
tney turn up their nose and ask fou 
where you get your Information 
Their heads are cramed full of bo< ks 
and bibles and have driven all 
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hat to catch that 
fellow with the pension. If she Is 
sucessful in her persult, the honey 
moon will be of short duration be 
cause she has married her rank and 
Style, not the person. If ihe union 
will last long enough that propaga- 
tion will follow. ' Then what will be 
the consequences?" 
It is well said. "That li ve <-f money 



must be taken in order to remove the 
cause?" 

If some one would entertain us on 
their lines of thought, it surely would 
do good, which is the text of the 
Blade. But all I ask of you is to hang 
your feed low, we are not all cultur- 
lsts and can reach the top shelves. 



propositions and meet me in debate in 
the city of Llenton, Texas, he lo affirm, 
I to deny. Admittance to be free to 
everybody. Suid Christian to name 
his date, within thirty days from the 
1st of Fejruary, 1906. The Search- 
light of Waco, ' The ingersoll Memor- 
ial and Beacon" of Chicago, "The 
Truth-Seeker" of New York City, 
"The Examiner of Paris, Texas, "The 
Humanitarian Review of Ixis Ange- 
les, Cal., "The Culturlst" of Clncin 
nati. O., and all Libera! papers please 
copy this. I'll do the rest! 

ROBERT C WRIGHT, Denton, Tex. 

Dover, N. H., January 23. 1906. 
My Friend —The great Josephine 
!s doing excellent work, "Women and 
:he Bible" and "Marriage and Di- 
vorce"" are being distributed by me 
among .ne Christians here in New 
Hampshire. I made a few remarks 
about the decision of the system court 
Judges here, which I enclose. 1 trust 
you are all right. You-s very truly, 
MANILLA. 



Denii n, Texas. Jan. IT. 1900. 
Tiie 111 ue Crass Biade Co., 

Gentlemen: — Inclosed herewith 
please find my check for $3.00, for 
which please push my subscription 
forward one year from the time it ex- 



sympathy In his great bereavement, 
tnough I feel the Doctor will take a 
philosophical view of the matter, as 
he Is a very broad minded way. I 
did not expect to write so much, so 
with best wishes for you and yours, 
1 remain yours respectfully. 

BANNING CRAY. 
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legal sheep in the misty past jumped 
over the precipice of punishment for 
evil doing, and since that time all 
other sheep have blindly followed. 
Force of example, exerted in error, 
contagious. Some upper-class fool 
once stood a freshman on his head, 
and ever since upper-class men have 
seriously followed, and now the tri- 
partite Government function (Con- 
gress, the executive and the judicial 
branches) Is exerting all Its power to 
stop the nonsensical custom. Hazing 
is had. Hanging women is worse. 

Tie man who would take part in 
deliberately killing a woman is not 
worthy to bear the title. The man 
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Friend and Brother: 
to pay up to August. 1906. I 
sorry yeu are sick. I will be 70 years 
aid n ml May :. and have been on 
eniMket ever since. Goodbye m) oM 
frl-nd, D. C. ANDKKWS 
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(From Baltimore (Md.) News) 
Another Registers a Protest Against 
Capital Punishment For Women. 

To the Editor of The News: 

Here I come again, and it is a hang- 
ing matter this time. J. W. Stevens 
registers a kick against hanging wom- 
en I have been writing against that 
ancient and honorable custom for 20 
years past, but the authorities that be 
hang more women' than men. in pro* 
portion to the murders by both sexes. 
Our modern civilization Is based upon 
mm, and when we hang a woman 
we deride that civilization. We laugh 
It to scorn. But we do not care for 
that. It is our civilization and we can 
blast it all we choose to. The Chinese 



mother of man. and should not be 
I hanged by her child. 

Win b a woman Is hanged the whole 
sex is crucified. 

The instinct of the dog will not per- 
mit it to harm ihe female of his 

•poeies. is the reason of man on a 
lower social plane than the instinct of 
the dog? There is but one way to 
stop this disgrace and outrage, and 
that Is to come out publicly and frown 
it down. 

Some people would hang their own 
gr.m.l mot hers If they thought the peo- 
p.e would siand for it. This sin 
against sex is due to the silence of the 
people, silence gives consent. Si- 
lence is the pretext for the New York 
. sit ranee scanda.s. acquiescence has 
ueen responsible for the terrible state 
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the singular number may 
be applied to several persons or 
things: words Importing the plural 
number may include the singular; 
words importing the masculine gender 
may be applied to females; the words i i nfldeI ijt era ture. 
Insane person and lunatic shall In- , j went (0 church January 4th Wnen 
elude every Idiot, non compos, luna I j went | n fnp preacher said "Salva- 
tlc and Insane person; the word per- , i( , n j s f,, P •• when I went out he 
may extend and be applied to ga | di . Tn( . Lord loveth a cheerful 



pose education, but i 



it 



partnerships and corporations and the 
reference to any officer shall include 
any person authorized by law to per- 
form the duties of such office unless 
the context shows that such words 
were Intended to be used in a more 
limited sense; and a requirement of 
an oath shal! be deemed complied 
with by making affirmation In judicial 



of education cn u ten-cent brain. 

Yours truly, 
A. LCTTERMAN. 



giver." 

— ^— you had pased out 1 Intended to drop 

Franklin. Pa.. Jan. I, 190C. out, but I see there is danger of your 
Mr. Hughes: — I was very glad to netting well. Allah be praised! Sol 
see the good old Blade come out full »"l stay as long as you do. I take 
ttafl and sharp as ever, and that the paper for what you write exclu- 
n.akes me hope that the delinquents slvely. not for the infidelity. I don't 
h.-.ve boon paving up. I thlnK Dr. Wil- sBe a durn whether there Is any 
son's article on the origin of rhrist- : or r.ot. If there is none there sh 
rm." , I mas In last weeks' Blade alone is joe: we all deserve It with two ex- 

It is a matter of history that WO-I^ . (han , he pr|ce of the ct .p,io„s; you and I; and, som. 
en have, and still do till the various, 
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your running expenses. I wish I doing violence 
could do more for the Blade, bill am 
not ab e. I certainly wis- you suc- 
cess in the work of trying to relieve 
the iiecple and give them actual free- 
dom, and I slncereiy hope that our 
gc od Bro. Moore is fully recovered. 

Very truly yours, 
James K fTEINQBR. 



niese also refrain from 
o woman, but they are 
only heath en s, and nave no better 
sense. The Irishman objected to the 
hanging of women, in song and story, 
but it was for the one cause of hang- 
ing ihe wearing of the green." They 
did not care how many were hanged 
for wearing of the purple. If woman 
ll ihe basis of our civilization, we 



of affairs in Russia today. They not 
only hang women In Russia, but a 
man is allowed to tie his wife to the 
tail of a cart and lasn her bare back 
wlih I knot, while the horse drags 
her iong the public hlgnways. «s 
hanging less brutai? Think! Israel 
was allowed to "stone her that she 
.lie, and Israel was brutal enough to 
comply We an- permitted to hang 
her that sh and we are cowardly 



-i ful 



Ashland, Ky., Jan. 13, 190C. 
Dear Jim: — I hope you will not 
think I have forgotten you. I am 
trying to marshal my forces for re- 
newal, but you know that takes a 
little time, but I enclose one dollar 
tor the renewal of Mr. R. FoiosUm's 
subscription. I will get the rest to- 
gether in a few days and send it to 
you. I note with great pleasure 
that Mr. Moore is some improved and 
do hope his recovery will be speady 
a..d that he 



Dickens In "Bflrnaby tt/Oif" tries 
show that he who lives by the km 
shall perish by the knot. Dennis g 
It in the neck for being too anxlo 
to hang others. 

Have we shattered respect for c 



chance. How fur In advance of Judea 
are we? Our advantages have been 
l» ITl Baal to swine, and we outswlne 
the Hwine. 

Take the matter up, brother. Take 
It up, sister, and let as make a stride 
toward a real simon-pure civilization 
into which there will be a chance to 
get civilized. Thank you, Brother 
Stevens, for coming out of the dark- 
ness inio Ihe light. You have the con- 
■etoHMMM of knowing that your 
thoughts on this subject are as enob- 
t and Hug to you as the advocate of hanging 



ue to the mocking (1 
nonument to civilization, worn- 
cannot help but degrade the j Arlington, Md., Dec. 28. 
n we hang it by the neck. The , ■ 
be his old time seir hangman 1h a harpy that tnrlves on There is over $2,000 due us from 
Punishment seems to breed 1 subscription, and we ask you to pay 
death of our old friend, Dr. Wilson's | crime Instead of checking It. Some up, if your subscription in behind. 



